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SUBJECT: PEKING SEES SOVIET THREAT IN THE CARIBBEAN 

SUMMARY: AS PART OF ITS PROPAGANDA EFFORT TO EMPHASIZE THE 
EXPANSION OF SOVIET WORLD POWER AND THE USSR'S GROWING CON- 
TENTION WITH THE UNITED STATES, PEKING HAS REPLAYED WESTERN 
REPORTS OF INCREASED SOVIET NAVAL AND AIR ACTIVITY IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. THE ARTICLE PORTRAYS BOTH THE U.S. AND LATIN 
AMERICA AS THREATENED BY THESE ACTIVITIES. CUBAN SUPPORT 
OF THE SOVIETS IS ALSO IMPLICITLY CRITICIZED. END SUMMARY. 

1. A SEPT. 7 NCNA ARTICLE QUOTES WESTERN NEWS SOURCES 
(BASED ON U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RELEASE) THAT THE SOVIETS 
ARE STEPPING UP THEIR NAVAL AND AIR ACTIVITIES IN THE 
CARRIBBEAN. IT SAYS SOME SOVIET SHIPS HAVE COME TO WITHIN 30 
TO 40 NAUTICAL MILES OF THE U.S. COAST AND SOME AIRCRAFT TO WITHIN 
50 NAUTICAL MILES. ACCORDING TO NCNA, "THIS DEMONSTRATION OF 
FORCE... RIGHT OFF THE COAST OF THE UNITED STATES HAS EVOKED 
'UNEASINESS' AND 'CLOSE ATTENTION' BY U.S. AUTHORITIES." THE 
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ARTICLE WARNS THAT THIS SOVIET MILITARY EXPANSION INTO THE WESTERN 
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HEMISPHERE AS WELL AS ITS "MAKING USE OF MILITARY BASES THERE" POSES 
A "MENANCE TO THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF LATIN AMERICA." NCNA ALSO 
REMINDS ITS AUDIENCE THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN UNWILLING TO 
SIGN THE ADDITIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE TREATY OF PROHIBITION OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN LATIN AMERICA. 

2. COMMENT: THIS ARTICLE FORMS PART OF PEKING'S CURRENT PROPA- 
GANDA CAMPAIGN TO EMPHASIZE SOVIET EXPANSION AROUND THE WORLD; IT IS 
ALSO THE PRC’S MOST DETAILED TREATMENT TO DATE OF SOVIET MIT, IT ARY 
ACTIVITIES IN LATIN AMERICA. THE VEILED REFERENCE TO SOVIET USE OF 
CUBAN BASES IS ALSO UNUSUAL. IT SUGGESTS THAT AS 
ONE COST OF ITS CAMPAIGN TO INDICT SOVIET 
ACTIVITIES IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE PEKING IS PREPARED 
TO ACCEPT A WORSENING OF SINO-CUBAN RELATIONS, WHICH UNTIL RECENTLY 
SEEMED TO BE IMPROVING (HONG KONG 7811). 

NCNA REPORTED CASTRO'S SEPT. 7 DEFENSE OF THE USSR AT THE NON- 
ALIGNED CONFERENCE AND, WITH OBVIOUS RELISH, THE REJOINDERS BY 
SIHANOUK AND QADHAFI SUGGESTING THAT CASTRO WAS NOTHING MORE 
THAN A SURROGATE FOR THE SOVIETS. 
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